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Green with pride

When land conservator needed space, the natural choice was to build
on principles of sustainability, disturbing as little as possible

By Bess Hochstein
GLORE CORAESPOMDENT

Two vears ago, the Trustees of Reservations iden-
tified & pareel of land in Leominster that needed to be
protected — from the organtzation itsell.

The 113-year-old conservation group needed new
office and conference space, and had received a gift
from an anonymous donor to fund & project of
statewide significance that would send a strong mes-
sage of environmentalism. The trustess decided to
build in the woods of its 50-acre Doyle Reservation.

But before the first tree was felled, the committes
responsible for the project decided instead to build
seross the street, flanking a Colonial-style structure
that housed reglonal offices. Explains Ede Kluz, the
project’s architect and principal of HKT Architects of
Somerville, “One of the keys to having a green build-
ing iz leoking at a sustainable site — not dsturbing a
virgin site."

Green site selectlon §s one of many lessons fal-
lowed, and imparted, by the pew Doyle Consarvation
Center, a 85 million, 18,000-square-foot building

that is the fargest capitd project ever undertaken by
the trustees. Notes Andrew Xendall, exevutive direc-
tor of the trostees, “We don't pypicelly buoild boild-
ings. We typically work against development.”
Altogether, the trustess prutect maore than 53,000
acres of land across Massachusetts, stretehing feom
Crane Beach In Ipswich to Bartholomuew’s Cobhle in
Sheffield. One reasan for buillding the center was to
suppart a new initiative o share its expertise with
smaller land conservators statewide.
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Conservation organization leads by example

= GREEN
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The trustees decidad that if
‘thiry were going to build, they
wnld go green — that is, make it
as environmentally sustainable as
possible. Expéains Kendall, “We
thoughit it was eritically inportant
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tostand as pn expression of the
Trostees” misston and o espouse
our values,” For guidelines, they
turned to the US Green Enilding
Council, which has established
standards for sustainabitity in five
calegories: energy and water use,
siting, materials, and indoor air
quality. Getting a gold certifica-
tinn froan the covmei], which te
‘trustoes anticipate, woulbd bo s
cquivalent of a green stamp of ap-
proval.
The puiding principle of the
stapdards, many of which can
casily be applicd 1o homes, apart-
meist balldings, or any structure,
s to have minimaul impact on the
environment. In the Doyle Cen-
tor's case, the result ks a function-
mm !:'—;u:::;'tdlh SUCRE LTAFT OO AT AMNE RATITTR
vadted coilings and graciows Jim Younger goes over plans for the Doyle Center, which boasts composting tollets that use just
stenework on the grounds. tsde- 3 ounces of water per flush, and lamp posts made out of trecs that were on the site.
sign, construction techniques,
materials, and other fmcets willbe  Wortheast Sustainable Energy As< photovoliade panels, wiich wore
ondisplay tothe public Saturday  cociation, funced through a grant from the
during an open house thit is part Vishors will learn that the cen-  Massachuzetts Technology Col-
of aregiomwide display of green tor laps salar powaer [or 25 pereemt. Laborakive, o geothermal weils
baildings coordinated by the ofits chectricity vin roofsmanmied  descend 1500 foet below ground,
drawing on the carth's stahle 50
o Sf-degroe termperature for nat-
urn] heating and cosding. An ener-
Ev-recovery ventiator extracts
Capitol (BIT)A42-1236 | | bk o and
wood floor supply. ine. plics it o the fresh air being
Exclusive Supplier of Many Familiar ﬁ:ﬁ,"ﬂ‘,’;ﬂ;”‘hﬁﬁ ;E;_.?“Tk
Brands You Trust lated windows hring the oitside
N—— 3 . insbidie t 00 poreent of the occu-
A Free Estimutes & Free Delivery pled budlding, Temperature is
& Contaetnr Discount Available i monitored by the bulding's cen-
: tral “brain®; should the interior hert nie and an e-mall instrocting
A Beauiul Hmww ST Bl . B become o warm, windows atthe  office dwellers 1o apen Wi win-
Log onto www CapitolWoodFloogcom for moee inf toq of the: tirfkcing open tovenst s is atomatically sent.
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Thee b il also demnn-
wlentes the Interrelated benefits of
green desten, For example, the use
of oot hermal wells preciudes
emission of funkes from barning
ol ar gas, which produces botter
incloor air quality, Intennr air
quadity is further enbamest by the
energy recovery vontilaton opar:
alile windows. and open Noor
plan, Use of endronmentally
Fricadly buildimg and findsh mane-
rinds, Frivm alesktog o carpot o
paint, promotes o

b the pereegpthon of uaing a neg-
ulne toflet, And we've still aoeom-
ighed our goal,™ The toilets feed
into pderless bins 1o the bailding's
basiment, Bncterin and fargg
el dherwen and reddues the waste
by 20 percant, producing just ane
wheelbarmow fill of compost o bo
pemaoved onee every foarr years.
Tl groaamils fegplee no waler-
ingz. A network of retention pomnds
—"hipewales” serded with wel
mradiny grosses — captures rajin-
wenter rumaedi from the

tein-frec, healthiul - cegbers impervions
indoor envipnnment 1S 'I']E’S'Igl‘h snrfaces, such as the
s well nx n healthier . * ool indd parking dot.
;ﬂumit. construction Hymew mJlnrmE:nﬁ
The center em-  technigues sirepms that Irrigate
phasize: water effi- . ? the landscape, which
cieney. The hath- materials, and  conststsofnative
roams boast ptants that ans hearty,
composting tollets 'l'.l'.hET m drenaght resistant, wnd
that n-:;— Just 3 will be on mw n:‘:lnm:::x_-—
ounees of waler per =y Peepl
Mush, about &0 d'l‘iph}’tﬂ chiemien] fertilizers or
| . inserticides. Show
IIm e el | meeiedieas
lets, Jim Younger, di- - Saturday during st servesmultiple
rector of structural prrposcs, the hips-
resources. for the @I I:I'an hﬂ“ﬂe- wales nkso slow the

trustees, caleolates

that “one Mush of o

tractithorend, boweflow toilet equals
A5 Tlushes af par wilel” Even the
samuinl | mmoanet of witer noed i a
concession to people’s expecta-
tios it todbets showld hove
bowts bnstemd of simple elotes.
Explaing Voungers, “The water is
mixed with lubricant W ereale
fran, This minimal wmovet of
water is only 1o keep the bowl
elean. By hawing o bowd we've ene.

walet down o stem

erasjon aud filber the
water, clernsing L to prevent pal-
Turtiom by oil fromm the parking Lot
or particles from the building.

The landscape wis designed o

produce a natural envirnment.
While the plants will take time to
cstnhlish themzelves, e goal has
already heen mel, Notes Younger,
“The sther day 3 e Herog land-
ced b petondion povd, W alsi
Canlinued an noxt pans

YOUR DREAMS & IDEAS
CAN BECOME A REALITY

Lupiern Walmgt Cuenviom Ly
wuith wave el ikl splil whes g

Yol can choose from our extensive lines
ol handerated, made 10 order, Shaker and
Arts & Crafts inspired furnilure

[a us rreate o custom design
just for you.

William HENRY

FURNITURE & DESIGN

1984-2000

152 ML Auburn Street, Cambrdge

617-497-1507




THURSDAY, SEFTEMEBER 30, 2004 Taueg BosTonN

Group’s ‘green’ site
embraces its mission

Chrn el fraer prowceding e
hitad & Solitnry Sandpiper, We've
coeited i wetland habitot =

Younger, an architoect by trade,
was polnt person for the trustees,
st e wearphd side-ty-slde witl
Klhuz and the project’s tnndscape
architect, Michoel Wasser, princ-
pal of Fines Wasser f Assockates
of Brookline. Kendall was in-
volvied at every step 48 well, The
contractor, Mullaney Corp. of Les
minster, wbio embraced the bulld-
Ingeouncil’s guidelines. Sobeon-
brnctors were required towork
with unconimon green mnsterials
and follow unfamiliar work prac-
thees: stockpiling topsoil from the
eleared slle for later pse in land-
scaping: reusing chearcd toces for
malch and exterior lightposts;
and sorting waste materials into
different dumpsters for recyeling.
ftates Kher with clear pridle, "Ohver
75 percent of the construction
waste from the profect was recys
clol.”

Selecting n local craftsman 10
fabricate desks was anothier green
chnioe that bore multipie benelits.
Although Dave Decker of Wayne
Woodworks in Wakefield had nes-
er before worked with Dakotn
Burl —u wosdlike compos|ie of
agrieuttural by-products — having
him build custom-desigred desks
proved less pxpensive than order-
ing office-systems furniture, and Bt
kept moncy in U docal ecaasnmy,
an additboaal green recomimenda.
tinn.

Many homeowners perceie
cost s an abstacke to building
green; and Younger acknowledges
that the up-front costs of green de
sign are higher, “It's a question of
whether vou're willlng ta pay
mare today for something that
will save you money in the fiture
[t's whait 1'd enll smart consumer-
[LT

“Grreen dhements ndded about
15 percent to the constructinn
casts of the Doyvio Conservating
Center. While the initial costs of
imstalling 4 geothermal heating

R&murces

To visit the Doyle Center
Thwe Dvwde Consenidion Contne &6a
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ba l pm Satunday o paet
o i Brthaast Sustanabin Enirery
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Rl |3 Soupldy Tdow siar Lewd 1
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1ile el L a3 right onilo Alboly Wepree
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Fior mezn infoemadinn, ¢ the conior 2

il aks be hasting by
Died, 23 benm & 1o A

To see other green buildings
Aiegether, mon than 350 utes in Mov
England M Yok, New ferary, Detnvar,
Frowvivhaania, Marytand and Washingion,
L. are peming thesr daors Satueday,
bt 3 daren, inclding several sngle
larmedy bormrs, are int Gresaber Boston, o
find tha '”I'huw‘l'l"li'lln.‘rm neamst
WL, L Py neseg

To learn about building green
T £F5 Grepe Budieding Council

Ursgbe arg i a colgionof profssional
b e beitbng indusbry vearking

by prémabe bofidings that ae
eThironenentaly iodpombis. ol abia,
and heal oo ba b and ek g
L shep i T ey and Ernerpovnental
Dhale proqram creates slandands to
et preen building principled ed
rertify hoakdng 4 hat damonsimes
Cormmiman 10 suslinabibly Huldesy
oenlisAnab o L s paam i
Beoom | FED-aceiodied

anticipated savings from annual
utility costs will result in payback
in bess than six venrs.

“As n leading consernvation e
ganiration [ the mation, it is our
Jote oy lead by example, protecting
ressaprees for futiome generatinns
toenjoy. Building green not anky
imakes financial sense but the pav
back is tmmedinte knowing that
we are building responsibly, sup-
peorting the Jocal community, and

GLORE
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The Dovle Center relies heavily on “green”
thinking, such as the patio tabove) and o
network of retention ponds — "bioswales™
{below) — that have been seeded with wet
meadow grasses to capture rainwater runaoff.
inside, vaulted ceilings are ane way Lo bring
nniural light indoeors.

nnd cooling system were greater creating a powerful tool that can
than thecost of installing a tvpical  be shared 10 promobe & conserva.
alr-to-air beat pump system, the toe ethle”
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